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October Meeting at the WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 


Red Cross Building 
Will Meet in Person 52.580-MHz | 151.4 Hz 
(Also Accessible via Zoom) 147.39+ MHz 151.4 Hz 


Jim Peterson, K6EI : 


Wednesday, October 12 
Meeting Starts at 7pm 


Visitors Are Welcome! 


WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeat- 
Meeting Location: ers each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeat- 


ers are linked together during the net. The 
net control script can be found at www. 
wvara.org in the “On The Air’ dropdown. 


American Red Cross, 
Silicon Valley Chapter 
2731 N First Street at Plumeria Dr 
(southwest corner) in San Jose 


The next WVARA meeting will be held in-person at 7pm on Wednesday, Oct 12, in Meeting 
Room 3 at the Silicon Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross, 2731 N. First Street at Plume- 
ria Drive (southwest corner) in San Jose. If you haven’t been to the Red Cross in a while, “talk- 
in” is usually available on the Association’s repeaters. Best choice would be 2m/220. 


As every ham who has turned on a radio in the past few years has observed, the amount of 
electrical noise on the ham bands has increased dramatically. Our speaker will be Jim Peter- 
son, K6E]I, who will update us on how to detect, identify, locate, and reduce Radio Frequency In- 
terference (RFI) around your station. Since many of us has learned hard-fought lessons on this 
topic, be prepared to share your own RF I-related stories with the rest of us during the meeting. 


Three things to remember: 

1) The Red Cross locks the exterior doors at 7pm sharp, so please come a few minutes early in 
order to get access to the building. 

2) We will be in Meeting Room 3 -- not our traditional meeting room. Room 3 is about 100 feet 
from the side door. As a result, late comers who knock on the side door won't be heard from our 
meeting room. If you are late and need access, you can call my cellphone (408 636-6172) and 
someone will come let you in. But please try to arrive before 7pm to avoid this hassle. 

3) The Red Cross policy is that everyone must wear a mask when entering the building, but that 
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masks are optional once you are in a meeting room. Please be considerate to others regarding 
COVID. 


Several of us meet for dinner prior to the meeting at 5:45pm nearby at Disn-N-Dash (2551 N. 1st 
St. San Jose): https://dishdash.com Some WVARA members also dine at Panera Bread a few 
miles further to the south at 503 Coleman Avenue at Autumn Parkway at the San Jose Market 
Center. Feel free to drop by either location for dinner. 


By the way .. . although we will be meeting in person, the presentation will also be 
streamed live via Zoom. So if you can’t make it to the Red Cross Building on Oct 12, feel 
free to join us via Zoom. (This will be our first time attempting a hybrid in-person / Zoom 
meeting, so please be patient.) Zoom instructions have been sent via WVARA reflector 
and can likewise be obtained by contacting K6EI — his email is available via QRZ. 
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California QSO Party — A Solo Expedition to a Semi-Rare County 


| had originally planned to assist Bob, W6BO, with his M/M station in Sutter County during 

this October’s CQP, but | came down with COVID ten days prior to the contest which forced a 
change in plans. Although | was on the mend by the time CQP arrived, | decided to play it safe 
and operate in self-isolated “hermit-mode’” during the contest rather than potentially exposing 
others to infection. So | ended up doing a solo, low power expedition to Mendocino County -- 
staying in an RV on a hilltop near Ukiah. 


Since | was still in recovery-mode and got tired-out easily, | limited my set-up to simple wire 
antennas that wouldn’t require much energy to install — full-wave loops for 15 and 20 meters 
and an off-center-fed dipole which | used on 10/40/80. | limited my involvement to the one-day, 
12-hour, category. Even so, residual effects from COVID had me pretty tapped-out, and | ended 
up needing to take multiple naps during the contest. But | still had a great time. 


——| Nolse Floor r Readings ( dbm) teh far sae ruies power lines dah that local 
ackground noise floor was incredibly low — typi- 
psgea[igen| cally 15-20 dB quieter than what I’m used to home in 
Freq (MHz) (sun (MEN Sunnyvale. Wow! 


| ended up operating for 10 1/2 hours and made 621 


ere 
ee contacts with 56 multipliers. (I knew that North Da- 
=| __ 


kota and the Northern Territories were going to be 
tough, but what happened to Nebraska?) 
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My “glamping” home for this year’s CQP 
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The wire antennas were simple to install, using telescoping 
fiberglass poles and nearby trees as supports. 


Being on a hilltop meant | had excellent views and 
awesome topography for propagation to the east. 
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K6El 


Upcoming Meetings and Events 


Jim Peterson, K6EI Reducing RFI in your shack 


Steve Sergeamt, KC6ZKT Winter Field Day Plans 
HOLIDAY PARTY / BBQ 
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Photo Highlights of of August BBQ at Baylands Park 
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2022 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Max Lanfranconi, W6BG 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 
Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2022-2023 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2022-2023 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2022-2023 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 
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Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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